
        

  
    
      
        Cookies on GOV.UK

        
          We use some essential cookies to make this website work.

We’d like to set additional cookies to understand how you use GOV.UK, remember your settings and improve government services.

We also use cookies set by other sites to help us deliver content from their services.

          You have accepted additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

          You have rejected additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

        

      

    

    
        


  Accept additional cookies


        


  Reject additional cookies


        View cookies
    

    
      
          Hide this message
        
    

  




    Skip to main content

          
  
    
      
        
          
            
            
              
              
            
            
              
                GOV.UK
              
          


    

    
      
        Navigation menu
      



      
        
          
                            Menu

            
              Menu
          


          
            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

              
                ×
              

            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

          


      


      
        
          


              
                
                  Services and information
                

                	
                        Benefits
                        
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                        
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                        
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                        
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                        
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                        
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                        
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                        
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                        
                      
	
                        Employing people
                        
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                        
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                        
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                        
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                        
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                        
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                        
                      


              


              
                
                  Government activity
                

                	
                        Departments
                        Departments, agencies and public bodies

                      
	
                        News
                        News stories, speeches, letters and notices

                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                        Detailed guidance, regulations and rules

                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                        Reports, analysis and official statistics

                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                        Consultations and strategy

                      
	
                        Transparency
                        Data, Freedom of Information releases and corporate reports

                      


              

          

        



      
        
          
            Search
          

          
            
              
                

    Search GOV.UK
  
    
    
      
        Search
        

  
  

    

  




              

            

          

        


    
  



    

      
        




      

        

    



  	
          Home
        
	
          Environment
        
	
          Wildlife, animals, biodiversity and ecosystems
        
	
          Animal and plant health
        








    

    
      
          




  
    


      
    Guidance
  


  
    Approval of premises for retail supply of veterinary medicines by suitably qualified persons (SQP)
  



  

  
  
      How to apply for approval for a suitably qualified person (SQP) retailer premises to sell or supply animal medicines.


  





  
    
      
  	From:
	
          Veterinary Medicines Directorate

      
	Published
	26 November 2014
	Last updated
	
        14 April 2020
          — 
            See all updates
          
      




    

    
    

  







  
    
      Get emails about this page








  

      
      
          
    
      Contents


    	
          
          Guidance
        
	
          
          Application form
        
	
          
          Fees
        
	
          
          Contact
        
	
          
          Timescales
        
	
          
          Becoming an SQP
        
	
          
          Related information
        



      

    
      

    Print this page



      

    
        
A suitably qualified person (SQP) is the legal term for an animal medicine advisor who is qualified to prescribe and/or supply certain veterinary medicines under the Veterinary Medicines Regulations.


SQPs can supply veterinary medicines classified POM-VPS that they have prescribed or that have been prescribed by a veterinary surgeon, pharmacist or another appropriately qualified SQP and supply veterinary medicines classified NFA-VPS from:


	premises approved by the VMD as suitable for the storage and supply by an SQP (SQP retailer premises)
	a pharmacy registered with the General Pharmaceutical Council, or with the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland
	a veterinary practice premises (VPP) registered with the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons



Guidance

Requirements for SQP retailers are set out on the Retail of veterinary medicines page.


The inspection criteria for SQPs are published with this guidance.


If you have any queries please contact the Inspections Administration Team, inspections@vmd.gov.uk


Application form


  Apply for approval of premises to retail supply veterinary medicinal products by SQPs  (ODT, 44.5 KB)


Fees

There is an application fee for approval of SQP retailer premises and an ongoing annual fee.


The application and annual fees are not refundable or transferable.


Contact

Return your application form and fee payment to the VMD at the address shown on the form. If you need help completing the form, you can contact the Inspections Administration Team (IAT) by email, inspections@vmd.gov.uk or by telephoning 01932 338475 or 338328.


Timescales

The VMD aims to process application forms within 10 working days of receipt and to inspect premises within a further 30 working days.


Until you receive written confirmation that your premises have been approved you may not buy, store or sell POM-VPS or NFA-VPS veterianry medicines.


Becoming an SQP

Three organisations are responsible for training and registering SQPs. They are:


	the Animal Medicines Training Regulatory Authority (AMTRA)
	Vet Skill Ltd
	Vetpol Ltd



Their contact details are:




AMTRA

Unit 1C

Woolpit Business Park

Windmill Avenue

Woolpit

Bury St.Edmunds

IP30 9UP







Tel: 01359 245801, Fax: 01359 242569, email info@amtra.org.uk, website.




Vet Skill Ltd

Unit 1 Headland House

Chord Business Park

London Road

Godmanchester

Cambridgeshire

PE29 2BQ







Tel: 01480 278580, Fax: 01480 278581, email info@vetskill.com, website.




Vetpol Ltd

10 Tring Road

Wilstone

Tring

Herts

HP23 4PB







Email: enquiries@vetpol.uk,  website


Related information


  Code of Practice for SQPs  (PDF, 529 KB, 13 pages)


Register of Approved SQP Retailers Premises.


List of Registered SQPs
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              Addition of Vetpol Ltd as an organisation responsible for SQP training.
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              Updated Application Form
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              Updated form for the approval of premises for retail supply of veterinary medicines by SQP
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              To add another body recognised for the registration of SQPs

            
	
              26 November 2014
              First published.
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